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Summary: Boethius wrote The Consolation of Philosophy as a
prisoner condemned to death for treason, circumstances that
are reflected in the themes and concerns of its evocative poetry
and dialogue between the prisoner and his mentor, Lady
Philosophy. This classic philosophical statement of late
antiquity has had an enduring influence on Western thought. It
is also the earliest example of what Rivkah Zim identifies as a
distinctive and vitally important medium of literary resistance:
writing in captivity by prisoners of conscience and persecuted
minorities. The Consolations of Writing reveals why the great
contributors to this tradition of prison writing are among the
most crucial figures in Western literature. Zim pairs writers
from different periods and cultural settings, carefully
examining the rhetorical strategies they used in captivity, often
under the threat of death. She looks at Boethius and Dietrich
Bonhoeffer as philosophers and theologians writing in defense
of their ideas, and Thomas More and Antonio Gramsci as
politicians in dialogue with established concepts of church and
state. Different ideas of grace and disgrace occupied John
Bunyan and Oscar Wilde in prison; Madame Roland and...
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Reviews

Extensive guide! Its such a excellent read. This can be for anyone who statte that there was not a worth looking at. I
am just effortlessly will get a satisfaction of looking at a written publication.
-- Melvin Hetting er  

This book will not be e@ortless to start on reading through but very exciting to learn. It is amongst the most
remarkable book i have got go through. Once you begin to read the book, it is extremely di@icult to leave it before
concluding.
-- Dr . Ea ston Collier  DV M       
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