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these texts as examples of historical writing and as women's literature. Carroll contends that gender
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historicized context. For example, Mary Rowlandson's "The Sovereignty and Goodness of God" is viewed as a
template against which later authors might differentiate their works rather than as a model. In this vein, Carroll
looks at how Cotton Mather shaped the narrative of Hannah Swarton in light of Rowlandson's text (itself
thought to have been edited by his father) and according to the ideals of female behavior outlined in his
conduct book for women, "Ornaments for the Daughters of Zion". A chapter on Quaker captivities illuminates
the practices of censorship among Friends. Furthermore, Carroll does original archival work on the provenance
of Susannah Johnson's narrative and makes some interesting discoveries about the practices of gender
impersonation and collaborative composition that produced Johnson's text. Using this narrative, which
appeared in the late eighteenth century, Carroll discusses the shift and evolution of gender norms in the
representation of women's voices and embodied experience. Those interested in early American literary studies
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