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11 crushed in the shadows. We dont want to repeat the mistakes of the Taliban, he warned, whose regime
collapsed in days because the people were passive or hostile. Knowing how unpopular they are, the enemy
leaders also hate the idea of democracy. They will never let themselves or their ideas face the test of democratic
choice. Let me turn now to our political military strategy. We are mov-ing from a stage of transition toward the
strategy to prepare a per-manent Iraqi Government for a decisive victory. The strategy that is being carried out
has profited from the insights of strategic thinkers, civilian and military, inside and outside the government,
who have reflected on our experience and on insurgencies in other periods of history. We know what we must
do. With our Iraqi allies, we are working to clear the toughest places - no sanctuaries for the enemy - and to
disrupt foreign support for the insurgents. Were working to hold and steadily enlarge the secure areas
integrating political and eco-nomic outreach with our military operations. Were working to build truly national
institutions by working with more capable pro-vincial and local authorities. We are challenging them to
embody a national compact, not tools of a particular sect or ethnic group. These Iraqi institutions must sustain
security forces, bring rule of law, visibly deliver essential services, and oHer the Iraqi people hope for a better
economic future. None of these elements,...
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