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of His Office An additional book on the subject of Pastoral Theology is needed at the present time, because of
the many changes which have of late occurred in the modes of carrying on the work of the Church, because of
the great enlargement of that work, and because new and important branches of the subject have been
developed within a comparatively few years. The field of ministerial operations has become wider, fuller of
instrumentalities and more intensely active. The work of the Sabbath-school, the great schemes of benevolence
which are in operation for building up the kingdom of Christ, and the various new agencies which are being
matured for the extension of the blessings of the gospel, may be taken as samples of pastoral duties which
could not have much place in older books on this subject, because they were scarcely in existence when such
books were written. It is mainly with a view to meeting this want that the present work is undertaken. It is
becoming that | should state the chief reasons which may justify me in attempting a task which is so responsible
and difficult. My own experience as pastor for more than a quarter of a century of a large and growing church
has brought me into personal and frequently repeated and anxious contact with nearly every practical
question that can ordinarily arise in the ministerial work; and my church and presbytery, being composed of
families of both city and country, have afforded peculiar facilities for becoming acquainted with the duties of
the pastor in their full variety. About the Publisher Forgotten...
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