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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Few nations in modern times have been prepared for war. Even the
aggressors who have initiated conflicts have not been fully ready, for they could never be certain how their
victims would react or what the clash of arms would bring. Nor, since the industrial revolution of the 19th
century accelerated the pace of technological change, could a nation predict the impact of new weapons on
battle and decide upon new tactics and strategies necessary for victory. For most of its history, the United
States did not trouble itself deeply with problems of preparing for war. With wide oceans separating it from the
major powers of the world, and with a tradition isolating it from the balance of power system which governed
international relations, this country could afford a military policy predicated on mobilizing after hostilities had
begun. Its small peacetime military and naval establishment was designed for border security, for patrol of
distant seas and a vast continental interior, for exploration, and after the dawn of the 20th century, for a cadre
and training base which would absorb the manpower and materiel of the nation for wartime armed forces.
Beginning late in the 19th century, however, technology began to render such a policy increasingly dangerous.
The introduction of steel and steam in ship construction and improvements in naval weaponry pushed the
nation into overhauling and expanding the peacetime Navy. While the oceans would still provide a barrier and
afford an interval for mobilization, defeat at sea would transform the barrier into a highway for invasion. To
surrender the command of the sea was perceived by the early 20th century to offer an enemy the opportunity
to defeat...
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