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face translucent and pale in the light of a fluttering lamp, eager to see God. In another time, Elizabeth sits on a
chair in Leicester Square, the small man sketching her in charcoal to look like Iris Murdoch. Eli adored
Murdoch, read every line, but she didn't want to look like her. This prompts an intellectual pilgrimage to
Cambridge. Having seen Murdoch, wheel-chair bound, Eli can return to the gentle obscurity of her life, waiting
for rain to fall in a far away small town in Kerala. Once, Ivan had come back home to the village in the
summer, come home to die, to be with his sister. In the large rooms of the taravat, he recalls the long Biblical
genealogies that his father had read to him by candlelight. How tedious it seemed, this preoccupation with
ancestry, sonhood, and naming. Visvanathan's overlapping stories, crafted over 10 years, combine nostalgia,
fantasy, intellect and desire, to create a sense of being at the heart of a remembered world. Her style is at once
dreamlike...
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